
Revelation Unwrapped 
Small Group Notes - Revelation 8:2-11:18 

Last week we looked at the seven seals - telling us what must happen in these last days 
and showing us the glorious promise for God’s people. This week the clock rewinds and we 
are given a replay of the last days from a different perspective - the seven trumpets. Here 
we see both current judgments of God on the world and what it will be like for the church 
in these days. 

These passages contain some dramatic images, sourced in the Old Testament. Remember 
it is a picture, a dream, not a documentary. The images convey truths about the end, they 
are not intended to show us ‘literally’ what must happen. 

The setting is a world in opposition to God and His people. The question these chapters ask 
is how will God respond to the prayers of his people (8:3-5). 

The Present Judgments of God - Trumpets 1-4 - Revelation 8:6-12 

1. What different things do these first four trumpets tell us about the present judgments of 
God? 

2. In what ways do we see these things in our world now? 

These judgments should lead the world to repentance, but the people of the world do not 
repent. Greater woes are to follow in the last three trumpets (8:13). 

The Present Judgments of God - Trumpets 5-6 - Revelation 9:1-21 

3. What do trumpets five and six add to our understanding of God’s present judgments? 

4. How are we told the people of the world respond? In what ways might this seem 
surprising? 

3 Pictures of life for then church in these last days 

Now we are given three pictures from Ezekiel that show us what life will be like in these 
last days for the church. Firstly, it will be bitter sweet, full of suffering and yet filled with 
the hope of rescue (10:8-11). Secondly it will involve the assurance that the church will be 
kept secure, John can measure the temple/church of God (11:1-2). Thirdly the church must 
witness in these last days (11:3-13). 



5. What will it be like for the church as they witness to the truth of the gospel (11:3-8)? 

6. In what ways do we see these things in our world now? In what ways do we see these 
things in our country? 

7. How will the world respond when our witness is silenced (11:9-10)? 

8. In what ways do we see these things in our world now? In what ways do we see these 
things in our country? 

9. What hope is there for these suffering Christians (11:11-13)? 

10. In what different ways does this picture of the church in the last days both challenge 
and encourage us? 

Now the final trumpet sounds, the final day when Jesus will return has come. 

The Final Trumpet - Revelation 11:14-18 

11. Why is this the seventh ‘woe’? 

12. What encouragement is there for us in these verses? 

Drawing our thoughts together 

How might this passage speak to our brothers and sisters across the world who are facing 
great suffering for their witness to Jesus?  

What lasting lessons does it give us as a church and to you as an individual? 

Turn to Prayer 

Pray for those in the world who stand in opposition to God and his people.  
Pray for our brothers and sisters who are facing suffering across the world.  
Pray that we might be faithful witnesses ourselves, who patiently endure.


