
 

Small Group Notes - John 8:31- 47 - Son of the Father 

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting point. Don’t feel bound 
by them, rather work at understanding God’s word for yourselves, praying that God will help you 
live in the light of it. 

Opening Reflection 

One of the primary values of modern society is individual freedom. In what different ways do we 
see this in the society around us? 

Has this impacted on your place of work/family relationships/the attitudes of those you know? 

In what ways have you found this challenging or changing your own thoughts and attitudes? 

Into God’s Word - Read John 8:31-47 

Question 1: The crowd who have been following Jesus and are showing signs of belief (8:31) think 
they are really free. On what basis do they claim to be free? (33, 39, 41) 

Application: In many ways they think they are free because of their religious pedigree. In what ways 
do people around us think they are free because of their religious pedigree or their moral 
performance? 

Question 2: Jesus claims that far from being free, all who sin are a slave to sin (35). In verses 37-47 
in what different ways does Jesus show that the crowd are enslaved? 

Application: How does Jesus’ assessment contrast with how we normally think about humanity? In 
what ways might we struggle to accept Jesus’ teaching here - is he being too negative or 
judgmental? What evidences point to the reality of what Jesus is teaching?  

Question 3: How does the analogy of the family in verses 34-36 help us understand what Jesus is 
claiming about himself? 

Application: If you are a Christian, what was it like when Jesus set you free from slavery?, What did 
that experience feel like?  

Application: In verses 31-32 Jesus tells us these truths are not just for new Christians but that 
Christians need to ‘hold’ to these teachings. In what different ways, over time, might we have been 
tempted to think that the non-Christian culture around us is free and not enslaved? In what 
different ways, over time, might we have been tempted to think that being a Christian is 
constraining or oppressive?  

How can we more enjoy the freedom we have in Christ to be the people we were created to be, 
free to share our new family likeness? 

Bringing it all together 



In what ways does the reality of our ‘slavery to sin’ humble us? In what ways can we show this 
humility more? 

In what ways does the reality of the freedom which Jesus brings fill us with gratitude? In what ways 
can we show this more? 

Now spend time in prayer. 
Spend some time praying for one another in response to the answers you have given in this week’s 
study.


