
 

Small Group Notes - John 6:35-59 - The Work God Requires 

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting point. Don’t feel bound 
by them, rather work at understanding God’s word for yourselves and pray that God will help you to 
live in the light of it. 

Recap 
What did we learn last week about Jesus and the crowd following him in vs 1-34? 

This week the crowds continue to refuse to accept Jesus on his terms. Eventually, they reject his 
teaching as too hard (vs.60) and many of his disciples turn back from following him (vs.66). 

Read John 6:35-60 

Hard Teaching Number 1 - vs.41-51 
List the different positive and negative things Jesus says in these verses. 

How has Jesus answered the Jews question in verse 42? 

How do the negative and positives help us to understand the Jews rejection more clearly? 

The Jews in the synagogue were the most religious people in Jesus’ day. What is the surprise of 
these verses and what does it have to teach us? 

Hard Teaching Number 2 - vs. 52-59 
List the different positive and negative things Jesus now says in these verses? 

How does the proximity of the Passover (vs.4) help us make sense of what Jesus says about his flesh 
and blood in these verses? 

The focus here is probably not communion, but the sacrifice of the passover lamb in Exodus 
12:12-13. Jesus is going to die, giving his flesh and blood for the life of the world. To ‘eat’ is the 
same as to believe (vs.29) or to come to Jesus (vs.35). This is something that is an ongoing action, 
we need to keep eating, coming, believing. 

In what ways do we ensure we keep coming to/believing in/eating Jesus life giving sacrifice? 

Applying the lessons 
Jesus will not make his teaching ‘easier’ to avoid disciples walking away from him. In what ways is  
the church in the UK tempted to ‘water down’ Jesus’ teaching to attract a crowd? In what ways 
might we be tempted to do the same? 

Jesus can act with such integrity because ultimately he trusts his father to do his work. How should 
verses 37, 44, 65 (i) give us confidence for ourselves and (ii) give us courage as we see Jesus’ 
teaching being rejected in our world? 

Do spend time praying for one another in light of all you have just shared.


