
 

Small Group Notes - John 4:1-42 

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting point. Don’t feel bound 
by them, rather work at understanding God’s word for yourselves, praying that God will help you 
live in the light of it. 

Introductory Question 
What are the main reasons why many people refuse to accept Jesus’ message today? 

Now Read John 4:1-26 
What are the similarities and what are the differences between Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus in 
chapter 3 and Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman in chapter 4? 

Samaritans and Jews were bitter rivals. The prophets promise a great day when the two would be 
united together under one King. (Ezekiel 37:15-28). 

Given this background what different points are being made by John as he places these two 
meetings one after the other? 

What does God seek and what does God give in these verses? 

True worship is not given in any one physical place, either in the temple or on a mountain. God is 
spirit, he is not bound to one physical location. We are also worship in spirit, that is not in any one 
physical location (temple or mountain) but everywhere, in the truth. 

Application Time 1 
What are the implications of the way we view Jesus, ourselves and eternal life? 

What are the implications for how we think about church buildings and worship services? 

What does it really mean for us to worship in the spirit and in truth? 

Now Read John 4:27-41 
How is the disciples understanding of Jesus’ identity and God’s purposes challenged and changed 
by verses 31-38? 

How are these lessons confirmed by the woman and the villagers? 

Application Time 2 
What does it look like for us to respond rightly to Jesus? 

What hope does this passage give us for our villages and communities? 

What might you need to do/think/pray differently as a result of your reflections? 

Spend time praying for each other in response to God’s word this week.


