
Small Group Notes - John 1:19-51

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting point. Don’t 
feel bound by them, rather work at understanding God’s word for yourselves, praying that 
God will help you live in the light of it.

John 1:19-51 is still helping us understand who the Word, Jesus is, and so John paints a 
big beautiful picture of Jesus the one we’ve been waiting for.

Introductory Question
What sort of things that will happen in the future get you excited? Why do those things 
prompt excitement in some people & not in others?

As we join our reading, God’s people are excitedly expectant, perhaps even weary after 
450 years of not hearing how God will answer his promises of the Old Testament.

Now Read John 1:19-51

Into God’s Word

1. Why are the Jewish priests & Pharisees questioning John? 

2. What is John’s job? What does John show us Jesus is like?
• v.23 - see Isaiah 40:3 (this marks the beginning of Isaiah’s description of God’s 

rescue plan through the Lord, God’s servant- remind yourselves of this plan by 
splitting into pairs and looking at: 40:3, 42:1-3, 53:4-7, 61:1-2, 65:17-25)

• v.27 & v.30 - think back to 1:1-18 to think why
• v.29 & v.35 - look at Exodus 12 & Isaiah 53:7 to help see what is meant here
• v.32-34 - look at Ezekiel 36:27 to help see what is meant here
• v.41 & v.49 (Messiah / King of Israel) - look at 2 Samuel 7:11-16, Isaiah 9:6-7
• v.45 - look at Deuteronomy 18:18-20  to help see what is meant here
• v. 51a - look at Genesis 28:12 - Jesus is claiming to be the way of opening up 

heaven, he is the place God dwells & will bless his people
• v.51b - look at Daniel 7:13-14  to help see what is meant here

3. Why does grasping these things change your life?

4. Look at John 20:30-31 - what is John’s desire for us as we read his account of Jesus? 
So how does this passage help us here? - John longs we would have full life in Jesus, 
the one all our expectations & needs are met in.

Application
In light of this passage - how would answer Jesus’ question of v.38? What would it mean 
for you to “come & see” Jesus this week? 

Spend time praying for each other in response to God’s word this week.


