
Every Day Discipleship 
James 2:14-26 - Small Groups 

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting 
point. Don’t feel bound by them, rather work at understanding God’s word 
for yourselves, praying that God will help you live in the light of it. 

Introduction 

In the past it looked like Christians had a higher regard for the idea of 
personal holiness. Some churches would teach that to be holy you could 
not do the things everyone else did, like having a drink, or going to the 
cinema, or going out dancing.  

 - What do you imagine was helpful about this teaching?  
 - What do you imagine was unhelpful about this teaching? 
 - How has church culture changed today? 

During this series we are thinking about the way we are being 
‘transformed’ to live for Jesus. This week we are thinking about faith and 
our deeds. 

Into God’s Word - Read James 2:14-26 

1. How does James describe ‘faith’ (2:14, 17, 26) 

2. What does the illustration in verses 15-16 add to our picture of faith? 

3. How does James describe the faith of i. the demons? ii. Abraham? iii. 
Rahab? 

4. Can you think of some illustrations of our own failure to have real 
faith? 

For a long time this passage has caused controversy because of the way 
James emphasises the need for works in order to be saved. Are we not 
saved by faith alone?  

What James says here is consistent with the teaching of the whole New 
Testament. We can not be saved by following a set of laws or by our good 
works. We are saved by faith! But a genuine, true and living faith will 
always show itself, not just in intellectual agreement, but in actions!  



Of course in this world we will never be ‘perfect’ in our actions, but faith 
will always show itself in some, all be it imperfect actions. John Calvin 
summarises it well: “We are saved by faith alone, but saving faith is never 
alone”. 

5. Can you think of moments where your actions in a situation have 
encouraged you to appreciate the genuineness of your faith? 

Application  

Are there areas of your life which are inconsistent with your ‘faith’? What 
can you do about it? 

We must not loose the impact of verses 15-16. Is there anyone in your 
congregation who is in material need? What can you do about it? 

How would you encourage a Christian when their lifestyle suggests that 
their faith does not really impact how they live day to day? 

Turning to Prayer 
Spend some time praying for one another and our church family given all 
we have seen this week.


