
 

Small Group Notes - John 5:31-47 - An Amazing Witness 

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting point. Don’t feel 
bound by them, rather work at understanding God’s word for yourselves, praying that God 
will help you live in the light of it. 

Introductory Questions 
When discussing the difference between scientific theories compared to the Bible, Richard 
Dawkins said, “One is false and one is true and it is rather more important to get what is 
true. You can make up any number number of stories that are comforting, but the truth has 
some value as well.” 

How widely held is Dawkins view that the ‘stories’ about Jesus are comforting but untrue? 

Have you ever been asked to give evidence for believing what you do about Jesus? How 
did you feel? What did you say? 

Sometimes when life is hard it can cause some Christians to doubt their faith and wonder if 
it is true. Have you had this experience? What did/does it feel like? 

Now Read John 5:31-40 

In this passage Jesus tells us about a host of different witnesses which in different ways 
testify to who Jesus is. List on a chart the different testimonies Jesus mentions. Which of 
them do you personally find most compelling? 

How might you use some of these different testimonies if you were struggling to believe? 

How might you use these different testimonies if someone asked you for evidence for your 
faith? 

In verses 37-40 Jesus begins to suggest that the real problem for the Jews might not 
actually be the evidence. Now read verse 41-47 to add to that picture. 

List on the chart you made earlier the different reasons Jesus gives for why the Jews will 
not come and place their trust in him. 

How might verses 39-40 specifically challenge us and our small groups? 

How might this affect our approach when we get to discuss with others  ‘why we follow 
Jesus’?  

Given this reality, what different things should we now pray for (1) ourselves (2) our small 
group (3) our non believing friends or family?


