
 

Small Group Notes - John 3:1-21 

Some groups may find the following suggested questions a helpful starting point. Don’t feel bound 
by them, rather work at understanding God’s word for yourselves, praying that God will help you 
live in the light of it. 

Introductory Question 
What are the main reasons why many people refuse to accept Jesus’ message today? 

Now Read John 3:1-8 
What is necessary to enter into the kingdom of God? (vs.3) 

How is this possible? (vs.4-8) 

Look at Ezekiel 36:24-29 - how does this OT background help us understand the full significance of 
what Jesus is saying? 
 What do these verses tell us our humankind natural state? 
 What do these verses tell us about what God is promising to do? 

Application Time 1 
These lessons are deeply offensive to a religious person (like Nicodemus) who thinks they can 
make their own way to the kingdom of God. In what ways are these lessons still offensive in our 
culture? 

In what ways do these lessons both humble and encourage us? 

Now Read John 3:9-21 
How does Jesus reveal himself as a better qualified ‘teacher of Israel’ than Nicodemus? (vs.9-13) 

What has to happen for entry to the kingdom of God to be possible, according to Jesus? (vs.14-15) 
Jesus is using a picture from Numbers 21:8-9 to describe what his own death will achieve. 

What do verses 16-21 now add to our thinking about; God, Jesus, believers and unbelievers? 

Application Time 2 
How do these verses add to our answer to our Introductory Question? 

We have seen different things in these verses about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, ourselves and our 
friends who claim to be agnostic or atheists. What learning struck you the most? 

What might you need to do/think/pray differently as a result of your reflections? 

Spend time praying for each other in response to God’s word this week.


